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INTRODUCTION 

Varshney & Smetacek (2015) reported the 
Indian Oakblue Arhopala atrax (Hewitson, 

1862) from peninsular India; Jammu & 
Kashmir to North East India; Kehimkar 
(2016) reported its distribution as “India 
(W. Bengal, Jharkhand, Odisha, 
Chattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal-
Arunachal, North East India), Nepal, 
Bhutan, Myanmar”. Bhakare & Ogale 
(2018) report it from Maharashtra and 

Gujarat but mention its presence in 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, too.   It is also 
reported from Delhi. Except for the Delhi 
record, the species had not been recorded 
on the Gangetic plain, leaving a gap 
between the peninsular Indian and 
Himalayan populations of the species. 

In the present study, A. atrax is reported 
for the first time from Uttar Pradesh, North 
India, on the basis of a single specimen 
collected from Barabanki district. 

METHODOLOGY 

On 16th August 2021, a single male 
specimen of A. atrax was photographed 
and collected (figures 1,2 & 3) from 
Lalpur Guman of Ram Nagar region, 

district Barabanki, Uttar Pradesh, 
(26º51'28.4''N 81º31'34.8''E), 123m above 

sea level. The photograph was identified 
using Kehimkar (2016), Bhakare & Ogale 
(2018) & Smetacek ([2016]). The 
collected specimen is deposited in the 
collection of the Butterfly Research 
Centre, Bhimtal, Uttrakhand, India. 

DISCUSSION 

This is the first time that A. atrax was 
recorded from Uttar Pradesh. The present 
finding bridges the existing distribution 
gap of the species to include Uttar 
Pradesh, which is adjacent to Delhi to the 
west, Madhya Pradesh to the south and the 
sub-Himalayan tract of Uttarakhand and 

Nepal to the north. 

CONCLUSION 

There is no previous record of A. atrax 
from Uttar Pradesh, India. Since it is 
recorded from Delhi, Madhya Pradesh & 

Uttarakhand, it was expected from the 
neighbouring state, Uttar Pradesh and the 
present report is a confirmatory record 
rather than a notable range extension. 
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Fig 1: Collected male specimen of Arhopala 

atrax from Barabanki district. 

 

Fig 2: Collected male specimen of Arhopala 
atrax from Barabanki district. 

 

Fig 3: Photographic evidence of Arhopala 
atrax in situ, Barabanki district 

 

 

                          

                        

 

 

 
 
 
 


